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ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU
2016 Water Quality Report 

Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB®) is committed to helping farmers and the state  
of Illinois reach the ambitious goals set forth in Illinois’ Nutrient Loss  

Reduction Strategy (NLRS). Illinois farmers want to do the right thing, and 
they are proving, all across the state, that voluntary conservation measures 
can move the needle on water quality improvements. This Water Quality  

Report is the first annual report for IFB, and describes the achievements of 
current programs and details future plans to address water quality. 



Nutrient Stewardship  

LADY LANDOWNERS SPRING SEMINAR & 4R 
Bureau County Farm Bureau® 

35 lady landowners attended the seminar and demonstrated 
a desire to learn about Best Management Practices (BMPs). 
The CFB then joined with the Nutrient Stewardship of North-
ern Illinois group to host a Summer Field Day, which attracted 
125 participants and featured expert speakers and equipment 
demos. The CFB now offers water testing for nitrates. 

COVER CROPS & UTILIZATION OF NITROGEN
Jo Daviess County Farm Bureau 
What happens to nitrogen in your soil when you use cover 
crops? Jo Daviess CFB set out to investigate that question by 
evaluating how 16 different cover crop species use up 
nitrogen in the soil and release it again for the next year’s 
crop. The project will also look at different cover crop termi-
nation strategies. The project has generated a lot of interest 
from non-traditional audiences such as religious groups and 
non-farmers. 

SATURATED BUFFER FIELD DEMONSTRATION 
Knox County Farm Bureau 
The saturated buffer was recently approved by USDA for use 
in cost-share conservation programs like CRP. Knox County 
installed the practice and created a demonstration site so that 
other farmers can learn about the practice and consider it for 
their fields. A field demonstration was held with 50 people 
in attendance. University of Illinois researchers will conduct 
water monitoring at the site for at least two years. 

IFB’s State Board of Directors dedicated $100,000 to a Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program to empower  
County Farm Bureaus (CFBs) to implement the NLRS in a meaningful way in their local area. Fifteen projects were 
funded involving 30 CFBs and 73 local partners. The impact of the $100,000 contribution was multiplied at the local 
level with more than $100,000 in matching partner funds and over 1,000 partner staff hours. 

THE INFLUENCE OF MANURE  
MANAGEMENT AND COVER CROPS ON  
REDUCING NUTRIENT LOSSES 
Clinton County Farm Bureau
This multi-year project will compare four different cropping 
systems using a combination of manure and cover crops. Two 
successful field days were held, with each field day participant 
receiving soil test results from project fields. A manure  
spreader was calibrated for demonstration purposes, and  
students from Kaskaskia College simulated the effects of rain-
fall on snow-covered fields where manure has been applied in 
order to discourage the practice. 

EARLY ADOPTERS OF IMPROVING SOIL 
HEALTH THROUGH NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT
Rock Island, Mercer, Henry, and Whiteside County Farm Bureaus
These counties identified “early adopters” of BMPs in their 
counties and created a series of videos capturing their activities. 
The first video episode features Todd Verheecke, a livestock 
and grain producer in Henry County, who discusses trying cover 
crops. The second video episode features IFB Young Leader 
Chad Bell who also discusses cover crops. Project leaders 
 will continue to follow these early adopters and track their  
progress through the year. These CFBs also offered water  
testing to their farmers and will continue to look for ways  
to offer water testing in the future. 



TILE DRAIN MONITORING IN THE  
WABASH RIVER VALLEY
Wayne, Crawford, Edwards, Hamilton, Lawrence, Richland, 
Wabash, Gallatin, and White County Farm Bureaus
These 9 CFBs partnered on a robust tile water and soil  
sampling study. The study found that producers that used 
multiple applications of N reduced their losses and increased 
N use efficiency. Cover crops and N stabilizers reduced  
N losses consistently. 

NUTRIENT SAMPLING
McDonough County Farm Bureau
Western Illinois University researchers evaluated farm tile 
water samples and farming practices in this project.   
Farmers learned how to calculate flow rate at time of sample 
collection to more accurately account for nitrate loss. Farmer 
participants were interviewed about their soil types, tile  
drainage system age and design, nutrient management  
practices, diagnostic methods, cropping history, tillage  
practices, and conservation practices, and provided  
information about their own nutrient loss.

UPPER MACOUPIN CREEK WATERSHED  
PROJECT
Macoupin County Farm Bureau®

Due to an influx of cost-share opportunities in this watershed, 
Macoupin CFB wanted to provide educational field days for 
farmer members to learn about BMPs and cost-share  
programs. The first field day focused on tillage practices and 
many attendees have since consulted with NRCS about  
conservation opportunities for their farms. The second field 
day was held in November and focused on cover crop mix 
selection and termination.

WATER TESTING IN SNY ISLAND LEVEE & 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT
Pike County Farm Bureau 
Over the next three years, this project will analyze water  
samples throughout the Sny Levee Drainage District to evaluate 
the impact of the pump pools, retention basins, and creek  
outflows on nutrient loss to the Mississippi River. During this 
project year, water samples tested very low for nitrates and 
phosphorus. In addition to the scientific analysis on nutrient lev-
els, grant funds were used to create two TV commercials where 
farmers share how and why they care about water quality. 

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT SEMINAR SERIES 
Massac, Pulaski-Alexander, and Union County Farm Bureaus  
These neighboring counties worked together to offer four 
NLRS-focused seminars, each featuring different experts and 
local farmers. In addition, cover crop seed vouchers were giv-
en out to attendees. These counties will continue to work with 
local cover crop specialists to assist farmers in implementing 
the cover crop practice.  

NLRS – FIRST STEPS I CAN DO VIDEOS
Champaign County Farm Bureau
Champaign CFB produced three videos featuring steps a 
farmer can take to move towards the nutrient reduction goals 
in the NLRS. A video titled “4Rs of Nutrient Management in  
Illinois” was produced and is being shared with local ag  
retailers and county committees.

Grant Program

KEEPING OUR SOIL OUTTA STREAMS & RIVERS
Piatt County Farm Bureau
Partners worked hard to complete two streambank stabilization 
projects in just a few short months. Streambank stabilization  
is an important practice that strengthens a streambank  
against erosion and reduces sediment and nutrient losses to 
waterways. Partners were able to combine an additional grant 
and cost-share money for a total of $32,890. An analysis of 
nutrient and sediment reductions on the two projects resulted  
in 52 tons/year of soil saved, 52 lbs/year phosphorus saved, 
and 104 lbs of nitrate saved.



Iowa Nutrient
In August, Illinois Farm Bureau® took 15 Illinois farmers, 4 staff members, and Julie Armstrong from the Nutrient 
Research and Education Council (NREC) on a three-day tour of Iowa to learn how they are implementing their  
Nutrient Reduction Strategy (NRS). The Iowa NRS was released two years before Illinois’ NLRS so they have two 
more years of experience than Illinois on implementing their strategy. The Illinois group was welcomed at the Iowa 
Farm Bureau® (IFBF) headquarters in Des Moines by IFBF President Craig Hill and a panel of Iowa leaders includ-
ing Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey, Iowa Department of Natural Resources Director Chuck Gipp, and Iowa 
NRCS State Conservationist Kurt Simon. They discussed how the Iowa agencies work together to implement the 
strategy, by dedicating state resources and finding external sources of funding, including a Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) grant through the NRCS. Their RCPP grant is bringing in $47 million dollars in federal 
and matching funds, which all goes towards helping farmers put BMPs in the ground via NRCS programs. 

A panel including Dr. John Lawrence from Iowa State 
University and others discussed how they are helping 
farmers document BMPs and measure water quality 
success. Iowa uses the “Measurable Indicators of  
Desirable Change” framework, which Illinois also uses, 
to measure progress. The framework is important 
because it allows stakeholders to measure progress in 
different ways. Obviously the ultimate goal is improved 
water quality, but attitude and land use changes are 
important components of demonstrating success. 

Our farmers received a visit from Iowa Governor Terry 
Branstad, a farmer, who discussed the importance of  
helping farmers implement nutrient reduction practices. 
Illinois farmers got to tour an 80-acre demonstration 
farm owned by the Iowa Chapter of the Land Improve-
ment Contractors of America (LICA). The farm features 
rain gardens, a woodchip bioreactor, a CREP wetland, 
sediment control basins, and multiple terraces. The visit 
served as a great opportunity for our farmers to see 
some of the lesser-known BMPs. 

The group visited three farms within the Benton-Tama 
watershed project and got to see more conservation 
practices first-hand, including pollinator plots, “prairie 
strips” (contour buffers) of pollinator habitat in the middle 
of soybean fields, and a saturated buffer. They also talked 
with farmers and landowners about using cover crops to 
reduce nutrient loss. 



Issues Tour date

“Solving the nutrient loss prob-
lems will take a concentrated 
effort by everyone.”   
 – Larry Miller 

“It can’t just be a farmer on his 
own – consumers, agribusiness-
es, government, environmental-
ists – get everybody around the 
table.” 
 – Chad Bell 

“Farmers rely on numbers to 
explain and define, but numbers 
(as facts) leave the general pub-
lic feeling cold.”
 – Larry Dallas

The group finished the tour in Cedar Rapids, which, in stark contrast to  
Des Moines, promotes collaboration between urban and agricultural  
stakeholders. The Cedar Rapids Water Utility helps farmers upstream to fund 
BMPs on their farms in order to improve the quality of the water making its way 
to Cedar Rapids. You could see that agriculture is supported in Iowa, and that 
collaborative efforts with urban partners will be very important as we work to 
solve the nutrient issues in Illinois. 



Tool Kits STRATEGY?
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT 
Helps maximize crop utilization 

and saves you money when you 

apply the Right Source at the  

Right Rate at the Right Time and  

in the Right Place (the 4Rs)

Something needs to happen on every acre... 

Find out more at ilfb.org/nlrs

WHAT’S  
YOUR

Choose the best management 

practices that work for YOUR farm

CONSTRUCTED WETLANDS
Reduce soil erosion and filter 

nutrients while providing  

great habitat

WOODCHIP BIOREACTORS
Remove nitrates from tile water 

very effectively, and take little 

to no land out of production

BUFFERS
Provide great habitat and  

filter nutrients and sediments 

from your field

REDUCED TILLAGE
Improve soil health and adds 

organic matter if you leave 

crop residue

Address soil compaction,  

erosion, excess water, and 

add organic matter

COVER CROPS 

Staff also included resources for farmer members to help 
them share their nutrient loss story on Illinois’  
www.conservationstorymap.com

Water Testing Program
Illinois Farm Bureau® helped establish free, confidential water testing programs for six County Farm Bureaus in 2016. Five CFBs 
used their Nutrient Stewardship Grant money to purchase YSI Pro Plus water quality meters. One CFB used the partnership that was  
formed through the Nutrient Stewardship Grant program to find additional funding in order to purchase their meter. Bureau, Hancock,  
Adams, Mason, Stephenson, and Winnebago-Boone County Farm Bureaus are all offering a water testing program using these water 
meters. In addition, IFB staff purchased a meter for the home office and offer water testing for IAA Board members during monthly board 
meetings, and take the meter on the road to their many CFB meetings. 

In order for the water testing program to be successful, IFB crafted guidelines around farmer confidentiality. Farmers can bring in samples 
from their field tiles, ditches, or ponds, and have them tested for nitrates for free. No farmer names are collected and no water quality  
records are kept. Farmers can feel confident that the program provides them a safe and comfortable opportunity to learn about their  
nutrient losses as well as BMPs they might use to improve their fields. Farmers are encouraged to bring in samples on a regular basis over 
the course of a year to see how nitrate levels fluctuate based on weather and in-field activities.

In order to learn about their nitrate losses, farmers are encouraged to calculate flow when they collect their sample. They can simply 
 measure the seconds it takes to fill up a 2- or 5-gallon bucket. With that information, a farmer can know how many pounds of nitrate they 
may be losing per field per day. By knowing the acreage drained at their collection site, they can learn how many pounds per acre per day 
they may be losing. 

In addition, a new tool on the Council on Best Management Practices (CBMP) website allows for additional calculations that add the value 
of fertilizer to those equations, so a farmer can see how much money they might be losing when they lose that nitrogen from their fields.  
The calculator provides a rough estimate, but it helps when the concept can be explained in dollars and cents. 

In early 2016 County Farm Bureaus and IFB® staff  
agreed there was a need for more and better  
communications tools to help them talk to their farmer  
members and the general public about the nutrient loss  
issue. Staff quickly put together a variety of tools, including 
infographics, social media content, displays, and handouts.

So…WHAT’S YOUR STRATEGY?
www.ilfb.org/nlrs

THINGS farmers need to know about the...  

Pick the Best  Management Practices (BMPs) that work for your farm

State agencies, municipalities, land grant universities,  water treatment facilities,  and ag associations  have worked together  to create the STRATEGY

Our opportunity to prove that voluntary actions can reduce nutrient loss

5

20% of the nitrate &  11% of the phosphorous   making its way to the    Gulf of Mexico   is from ILLINOIS

Illinois Nutrient Loss  Reduction Strategy

!
By 2025, our goal is to  reduce the loss of  phosphorous by 25% and nitrate-nitrogen by 15%  to the water

www.ilfb.org/nlrs

NLRS  
brochure  
for farmer 
member 
awareness

2015 IFB Activity on NLRS
Reached 2,500 farmers,  
ag retailers, regulators,  
and other stakeholders at  
various workshops

articles in 

created a website about  
environmental stewardship 
featuring Nutrient Heroes

Provided materials and  
resources for “one-stop 
shop” CBMP website

Informed almost  
50,000 PEOPLE  
via social media  
of the strategy

7 interviews on 

which reaches  
80 markets

74

Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program
$100,000 COMMITTED BY IFB

www.ilfb.org/nlrs

Project partners contributed $100,000 in additional  funding & in-kind support

PROJECT TYPES
Seminars • Water Testing Field Demonstrations • Videos

cover crops • manure  management • water testing •  streambank stabilization • saturated buffers • farmer testimonies

15PROJECTS WERE FUNDED 

County Farm Bureaus  were awarded funds
30



Future Plans

Gold Star FS, Inc. and Mercer County Farm Bureau

M&M Service Company and Macoupin County Farm Bureau

Prairieland FS, Inc., Scott County Farm Bureau, and Pike County Farm Bureau

Heritage FS, Inc., Kankakee County Farm Bureau, and Ford-Iroquois Farm Bureau

Evergreen FS, Inc. and Macon County Farm Bureau

Stephenson Service Company and Stephenson County Farm Bureau

Southern FS, Inc. and Jackson County Farm Bureau

Gateway FS, Inc. and Randolph County Farm Bureau

Christian County Farmers Supply Co. and Christian County Farm Bureau

South Central FS, Inc., Moultrie County Farm Bureau, and Bond County Farm Bureau

Piatt County Service Company and Piatt County Farm Bureau
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4R4U partnerships include:

Edge-of-field partnership with IL Chapter of Land Improvement  
Contractors of America (LICA)
Illinois Farm Bureau will also partner with LICA in 2017 to install two  
edge-of-field nutrient reduction practices – a woodchip bioreactor and a 
constructed wetland. LICA will install the practices with farmer participants 
choosing either a woodchip bioreactor and/or a constructed wetland.  
The partnership will bring in university researchers to evaluate the nutrient 
reduction benefits of these practices. In addition, county Farm Bureaus will 
host field days to demonstrate construction and site requirements, as well as 
water quality benefits of the practices.   

•   
Gold Star FS, Inc. and Mercer County Farm Bureau®  
M&M Service Company and Macoupin County Farm Bureau 
Prairieland FS, Inc., Scott County Farm Bureau, and Pike County Farm Bureau  
Heritage FS, Inc., Kankakee County Farm Bureau,  
     and  Ford-Iroquois Farm Bureau  
Evergreen FS, Inc. and Macon County Farm Bureau 
Stephenson Service Company and Stephenson County Farm Bureau 
Southern FS, Inc. and Jackson County Farm Bureau 
Gateway FS, Inc. and Randolph County Farm Bureau  
Christian County Farmers Supply Co. and Christian County Farm Bureau 
South Central FS, Inc., Moultrie County Farm Bureau,  
     and Bond County Farm Bureau 
Piatt County Service Company and Piatt County Farm Bureau

Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program 
The Illinois Farm Bureau® Board of Directors once again committed $100,000 to the Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program for fiscal 
year 2017. This program will continue to support farmers in their efforts to address the water quality challenges facing Illinois by 
giving County Farm Bureaus a financial opportunity to participate in or start a local program focusing on water quality.

                                         4R4U A statewide partnership between Illinois Farm Bureau, Illinois county Farm Bureaus, GROWMARK,                             
                                         and FS® companies will demonstrate and investigate 4R nutrient stewardship practices at the local 
                                         level. The 4R field demonstration program, is a pilot program with hopes for a multi-year partnership 
                                         to bring added use, awareness, and knowledge on nutrient stewardship via the 4R approach. The 4R  
                                          approach involves using the right source of nutrient, at the right time, at the right rate, and in the right place.

Local plot tests will compare common practices to advanced practices on nutrient stewardship. Some of the types of tests include 
N-rate trials, use of multiple nitrogen applications, stabilizer utilizations, no-till planting, cover crops, and soil samples.
Illinois Farm Bureau and GROWMARK are providing funds for the project, while FS companies and county Farm Bureaus work 
together to carry out the 4R field demonstration strategy at a local level. This winter, each partnership will put a strategy in place 
with field demonstration days in the spring and summer of 2017. Information will be compiled on an ongoing basis.



Lauren Lurkins 
Director of Natural and Environmental Resources 

llurkins@ilfb.org 
309-557-3153

Lyndsey Ramsey 
Associate Director of Natural and Environmental Resources 

lramsey@ilfb.org
309-557-3279

Ilfb.org/nlrs


